F.H. LAGUARDIA HIGH SCHOOL OF MUSIC & ART AND PERFORMING ARTS

Yeou-Jey Vasconcelos, Interim Acting Principal 
Matteo Mannino, Assistant Principal Social Studies
Ms. Fallon   pfallon2@schools.nyc.gov EMAIL ME DIRECTLY AT THIS ADDRESS FOR THE FASTEST REPLY
Class Website:  fallonhistory.weebly.com    
Pre-Advanced Placement World History and Geography Term 1 & 2
DESCRIPTION: 
Pre-AP World History is essentially a study of early human history and civilization; the meaning of past events and their relationship to current affairs; and the roles played by geography, religion, economics, and culture on the course of human development.
The class itself will be discussion, group work, and literacy (reading and writing) based. There will be written components in almost every class. Grades will be determined by myriad assessments, such as: exams, essays, papers, projects, your notebook and homework, class participation, and behavior. Success in this class is very much YOUR responsibility.  Take charge of your studies and do your best.
REQUIREMENTS:

Pre-AP World History is the beginning of a two-year course in the study of world history and geography.  This course does not end with a New York State Regents Exam; however, some information learned this year will be applicable to the Global History and Geography Regents that students take at the end of the 10th grade. 

COURSE OULTINE FOR TERM 1 & 2
The following is an approximate outline of what we will be covering in the class:
Unit 1: The First Civilizations (ca. 10,000B.C.E-ca. 900 C.E.)

· Neolithic Revolution and Early River Valley Civilizations

· Law Codes/ Belief Systems

Unit 2: Expanding Interregional Networks: Exchange and Encounter (ca. 500-ca. 1500 C.E.)

· Classical Civilizations/ Silk Road & Mediterranean Sea Trade

· Political Powers & Achievements

Unit 3: The Ottoman and the Ming Dynasties (pre-1600 C. E.) 
Unit 4:  Transformation of Western Europe and Russia (1314- ca. 1750 C.E.)

Unit 5: Africa and the Americas (pre-16—C.E.) 

Unit 6: Interactions and Disruptions During the Frist Global Age (ca. 1400- ca. 1750 C.E.)
I-   ATTENDANCE POLICY (included in Classwork grade)
-All students are expected to attend every class unless they are seriously ill. All absences require a note that includes the reason for the absence(s) and parent/guardian contact information. Please contact me directly via email if there are extenuating circumstances. (pfallon2@schools.nyc.gov)
-All students must arrive PROMPTLY in class. That means BEFORE the bell. Do NOT be late. 

-All students are to sign the late book whenever entering class after the bell has rung.

-Excessive lateness, excessive use of the pass, and unexcused absences will impact a student’s overall grade.

- Students who are late to class and miss the class work quiz will receive a grade of zero which is                         averaged in the classwork grade.  
II- MAKEUP POLICY
- It is the responsibility of the student. A note explaining your absence must be given to me immediately upon return.

- An email (send to pfallon2@schools.nyc.gov) must be sent by your parent or guardian if you are absent on a test date or project due date.
-Make up assignments or late work is accepted if: it is documented excused absences, blackout, or agreement between the teacher and the student.

-NO documentation and missing work will receive a grade of zero for the assignment/test/project.
-If you miss class or assignments, check the website (www.fallonhistory.weebly.com) and ask a friend.  Then you may come to me if you still have further questions.  
-Absent homework will be collected upon the next class collection –students must write excused absent if documentation was provided to receive full credit.
III- GRADING POLICY: 
The following school-wide grading policy is based on Chancellor’s Regulations and citywide academic policy and serves as the structure for departmental grading policies. Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts offers a semester based instructional model, with a fall and a spring semester.  Credit is awarded at the end of each semester, in January and in June.  Each semester is comprised of three marking periods.  Marking period grades are an indicator as to a student’s grades as of a particular date which will include informal & formal assessments, assignments, homework, and classwork.  Marking periods are cumulative.  Each marking period grade reflects the cumulative work of the student up to that point.  The third marking in each semester represents the final grade, and this grade is recorded on the transcript. Semester grades are cumulative and NOT an average of the three marking periods.
1. Assessments-50%

-Includes test, quizzes, exams, presentations, and projects. Includes all written assessments such as essays and papers, etc. Assessments will be returned & reviewed in class when all including makeup assessments are completed by the students.
2. Classwork- 25 %- Includes following:

-ATTENDANCE-No excessive absences as per Chancellor’s Regulations. Documentation must be provided for makeup work.
-PUNCTUALITY-No excessive lateness. Lateness will result in a grade of zero on classwork quizzes and/ or checks for understanding.  Excessive lateness may result in detention.
-PARTICIPATION-Daily participation in class discussion and group work. Students may be asked to complete a participation rubric.
-CLASSWORK-Prepared in class with loose-leaf notebook, homework and dated notes. Homework may be collected and graded as CLASSWORK. Class activities will be collected periodically and graded.



-CITIZENSHIP-Respectful attitude in class towards teacher and students.  



- NOTEBOOK – Notebook quizzes will be given periodically. SEE SECTION V
Being immature, irresponsible, and undisciplined will seriously impact your final grade.

Citizenship is an integral aspect of your grade in my class.
3. Homework 15 % – Blue or black ink only! You are not allowed to type or use pencil. 

-It will be collected approximately twice a week and returned within ten school days. And all homework assigned must be completed within the given marking period.  The marking period dates are on the school calendar and will be announced in class.

-If you are absent, write the work EXCUSED/ or UNEXCUSED ABSENT on the homework and turn it in as soon as the next assignment is collected.  Excused absences will receive full credit. (-10 points for unexcused homework)

-  If your homework is late, write the word LATE on top and hand it in when I ask for late work.  Homework turned in a day late will receive a 70.  Excessive late or make up homework for the marking period will receive a grade of 55. Incomplete homework will be marked incomplete in the gradebook which may appear as a zero on pupil path; upon (timely) completion it will receive a grade of 80.

-Homework prepares you for class; therefore, it may be graded as CLASSWORK. 
4.  Final Exam and/ or Regent Exam 10%:  NO NYS exam for this course.

NO WORK IS ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL
IV- NECESSARY SUPPLIES AND SEATING POLICY  
Seating arrangements are at my discretion and will change during the year.  Students have been instructed to speak with me privately, before or after class if there is a need for a seat change throughout the year.

Supplies: 
1. Pencil(s) and blue or black ink pen(s)    

2. Binder (Large 3-rings)
3. Dividers (2-3) 
V-NOTEBOOK
The “Interactive Notebook” is a method of note taking where all handouts, homework, etc are kept IN THE NOTEBOOK. The result is a book that is thorough and orderly. This notebook is a substantial component of your Classwork grade, as it is a record of your class work and learning progress, as well as your homework.

Step 1- Students are required to purchase a 3 ring-binder, as explained & recommended by the teacher in class. Students may purchase equivalent books, but understand that it will get very heavy during the semester to carry.  Classwork will be collected from time to time.  All students should be able to hand in this classwork on loose leaf lined paper.  Also, students are required to have a glue-stick, stapler, and/ or hole puncher (along with pen, pencil and proper notebook).

Step 2- Students must set-up notebook as follows:

· Each page is numbered

· The first 3 pages are the table of contents. Each day students record the TOPIC/ ISSUE, DATE, and PAGE in their contents.

· Students take notes each day (as in any class). Handouts of the day are glued or stapled to the page next to the notes.

· Homework is also to be pasted/ placed in the notebook next relevant topic, date, or divide it into a separate section.  Some students may opt to create a homework section within the notebook. 
Step 3- Notebook quizzes will be given throughout the semester and factored into the CLASSWORK grade.  Each quiz begins with a question from this syllabus- so it must be printed and pasted into the notebook one week after collecting HW# 1 located on the last page.  I may periodically collect and check your notebook throughout the term. 
VI.  BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE POLICY:

a. Cell phones are not allowed in the classroom or hallway. I should not see a cell phone at the start of class, end of class, or in the hallway outside the room - NOT EVER.  NYC DOE states that students may carry a cell phone, but school and teacher policy dictates use of cell phone.  Students have been instructed that they are not allowed to charge their phones in my classroom without speaking to me first.  

· I may instruct you to bring an electronic device to class periodically.

· Unless instructed, phones will be confiscated and given to the deans after a verbal warning has been issued.

· If you are caught with a cell phone during an exam your test will be invalidated and you will receive a grade of zero.

b. Tablets or laptops may be used in class if you have an IEP or 504 that states it is an academic need. 

c. It is illegal to video and/ or photograph without a person’s express permission. 

I am a STRONG advocate for writing and taking class notes by hand as there are studies that show better recollection of facts taken by hand versus being typed on a keyboard.  The New State Regents Exams must be completed by hand using pen.  I am encouraging all students to take hand written notes on daily basis, in your own words that demonstrate your understanding and active learning process.

Please read the Student Handbook (found on the LaGuardia Arts webpage/ Student Planner) and make yourself aware of the school Academic Honesty Policy. Integrity is one of the most important things that will define you! Be proud of the work that you do and DO NOT share it with others or take another person’s work and claim it as your own! Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated! Students, please, feel free to email me, make an appointment with me, and/ or speak to me if you have any difficulties or questions throughout the year!  
Enjoy your semester and don’t hesitate to see me if you have any questions or need any extra help!!
NAME______________________________________________

DATE_______________________________________________

PERIOD ____________________________________________

Homework #1:  Read and review the Course Expectations with your parent/ guardian. You and your guardian should then read and initial the highlighted points below.  Fill in the required information at the bottom of the page, detach and turn it in for homework credit # 1. 
My child and I have reviewed the course expectations. I understand that I/ my child will:

_______1) Be responsible and accountable for all work which will be posted on the class website (fallonhistory.weebly.com) Be responsible to print out information from the class website that needs to be brought to class.

_______2) To check the accuracy and understand my current grade which is available at all times on Skedula/ Pupilpath.  Assignments will be graded and posted within a reasonable time frame.

_______3) ALL emails should be sent directly to pfallon2@schools.nyc.gov; especially on the day in which I/ my child is absent on a test date (or day a project is due)

_______4) Be responsible for asking the teacher for a makeup exam as soon as I return to school. Be responsible to consult a peer for makeup classwork.
______5) Clearly understand the electronic and cell phone policy.

______6) Understand that all work must be completed by the end of the marking period.
______7) Be on time and prepared for class.  Absence and lateness will impact the CLASSWORK grade as outlined.  
______8) Be responsible and accountable for his or her work and behavior in and outside of the classroom.
______9)Ask Ms. Fallon for help and/ or clarification when needed.

______10)Follow school rules in the classroom.
Parent/ Guardian (Print and Sign Name)

Do you have access and check Pupilpath? 

Student Name (Print and Sign) 
Hole puncher AND/ OR Stapler/ Tape


Loose leaf/lined paper











