	Writing Strategies for Document Based Essay Questions (DBQs)

Step 1 – Determine the Task of the Essay- Read the task box. What do the signal words tell you?

It is asking you to:

· 1- Claim what is the best label for the Middle Ages: Age of Faith; Dark Ages or the Age of Feudalism. (in class & do now)
· 2- Explain why the other two labels while appropriate, is not the best.

· Recall – you were instructed to take out the Golden Age label in class.

Step 2 – Read and Analyze Documents (completed in class? HW?)
· Respond to each document

· Determine the author or source of the document

· Does the document convey a point of view

· Earmark documents according to the tasks - take notes on how each document relates to the Question. = which label does each document address to help you choose 3-4 to support your claim.
·  (Organize the information) and add your knowledge of Social Studies – outside information is necessary to support each task!!

 Step 3- You must use or refer to several of the documents in your writing to gain credit. (Choose 3 documents to help you support your thesis)
· you must refer to the document by title and author (DOC#) (as discussed in class/ just like in English class- always introduce your sources)
Step 4- You must also use outside information! 
- this is information you know and understand: facts, examples and details to support your thesis. DO NOT look for sources outside of what we have used – textbook/ documentary( …as discussed in class)
Step 5 – we brainstormed in class = try an outline before you start writing the essay.  We discussed this format in class….its more a brainstorm chart.  It indicates you need 3 body paragraphs/ helps with topic sentences/ decide and organize where you will use your 3-4 documents.
Tasks

Task 1
Which is the best label? 

Explain why…
Document Details:

Outside Details

Document Details:

Outside Details

Task 2
__________ is an appropriate label but not the best because….
Document Details:

Outside Details

Document Details:

Outside Details

Task 3
__________ is an appropriate label but not the best because….
Document Details:

Outside Details

Document Details:

Outside Details

Write

· Introduce the theme Middle Ages and tasks (3-4 sentences)

· A topic sentence explaining the theme in your own words

· A thesis statement

· Write Body paragraph for each task

· Cite Documents in your essay – each time you bring in ideas to your essay from the documents, cite the document at the end of the sentence like this (Doc.#1) etc.

Review

· Did I complete the task?

· Did I support my ideas?

· Did I check for Errors?


I will add the rubric when I locate it.

