John Locke, Second Treatise on Government, 1691
“Men being, as has been said, by nature, all free, equal, and independent, no one can be...subjected to the political power of another, without his own consent.
The only way, whereby any one divests [gives up] himself of his natural liberty, and puts on the bonds of civil society, is by agreeing with other men to join and to unite into a community, for their comfortable, safe, and peaceable living one amongst another, in a secure enjoyment of their properties, and a greater security against any, that are not of it.
This any number of men may do, because it injures not the freedom of the rest; they are left as they were in the liberty of the state of nature. When any number of men have so consented to make one community or government, they are thereby presently incorporated, and make one body politic, wherein the majority have a right to act and conclude the rest.
For when any number of men have, by the consent of every individual, made a community, they have thereby made that community one body, with a power to act as one body, which is only by the will and determination of the majority; or else it is impossible it should act or continue as one body, one community, which the consent of every individual that united unto it, agreed that it should; and so everyone is bound by that consent to be concluded by the majority…
And thus every man, by consenting with others to make one body politic under one government, puts himself under an obligation, to everyone of that society, to submit the determination of the majority, and to be concluded [act according to its decisions] by it.”
1. Explain how the historical context affected the development of the ideas presented in this document.
Simon Bolivar, Letter to the Governor of the English Colony of Jamaica, September 6, 1815
“The role of the inhabitants of the American hemisphere has for centuries been purely passive.  Politically they were non-existent.  We are still in a position lower than slavery, and therefore it is more difficult for us to rise to the enjoyment of freedom...States are slaves because of either the nature or the misuse of their constitutions; a people are therefore enslaved when the government, by its nature or its vices, infringes on and usurps the rights of the citizen or subject…
We have been harassed by a conduct which has not only deprived us of our rights but has kept us in a sort of permanent infancy with regard to public affairs. If we could at least have managed our domestic affairs and our internal administration, we could have acquainted ourselves with the processes and mechanics of public affairs…
Despite the convictions of history, South Americans have made efforts to obtain liberal, even perfect, institutions, doubtless out of that instinct to aspire to the greatest possible happiness, which, common to all men, is bound to follow in civil societies founded on the principles of justice, liberty, an equality.  But are we capable of maintaining in proper balance the difficult charge of a republic? Is it conceivable that a newly emancipated people can soar to the heights of liberty, and, unlike Icarus [a character in Greek mythology who flew too close to the sun and fell to his death when his wings melted], neither have its wings melt nor fall into an abyss? Such a marvel is inconceivable and without precedent. There is no reasonable probability to bolster out hopes.”
2.  Identify and explain Simon Bolivar’s purpose for writing the above letter.
3. Identify and explain a cause and effect relationship between the two documents.
