	
	Enduring Issue Check-in
Practice the skills needed for the enduring issues essay. 


Introduction
Read the text below and review the prompt for an Enduring Issues Essay and steps to completing it, before you start the check-in and answer the questions that follow. 
At the end of your Global I and Global II courses, you will take the Global History and Geography II Regents Exam. That test includes one essay, called an Enduring Issues Essay.   For the Enduring Issues Essay, you will receive five documents and be asked to write an essay arguing for the historical significance of an enduring issue raised by the documents. 
This enduring issues check-in provides you with opportunities to practice the skills you’ll need to master the enduring issues essay and to discuss enduring issues in history with your classmates. 
	Steps for Constructing an Enduring Issues Essay: 
	Enduring Issues Essay Prompt:
The prompt will be the same every time. 

	1. Read each document, annotate it, and identify the main idea and possible enduring issues for each document.
2. Compare each document and the ideas in them to identify similarities and differences.
3. Identify possible enduring issues that are present in more than one document.
4. Sort documents into categories based on possible enduring issues.
5. Choose an enduring issue that relates to at least three documents and that you can show has endured over time. 
6. Reread documents related to the enduring issue. 
7. Refine the enduring issue and define it.
	An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success.
In your essay
· Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents.

· Using your knowledge of Social Studies and evidence from the documents, argue why the issue you selected is significant and how it has endured across time.

Be Sure to
· Identify the issue based on a historically accurate interpretation of three documents.

· Define the issue using evidence from at least three documents

· Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing:

· How the issue has affected people or been affected by people

· How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over time

· Include outside information from your knowledge of social studies and evidence from the documents.


Directions: Follow the steps below to examine the documents used in our previous and current units of study in preparation for constructing an enduring issues argument.  

	Step 1. Draw a three column chart Write the title of the document and date of study.  Draw a 3 column chart under the title. Label the left-side of chart, “MI,” for Main Idea, and the center of the chart, “E.I,” meaning possible enduring issue, and the right-side of the chart, “OI” for outside information.  
Step 2. Read and annotate your document. 
Step 3. Write a 1-2 sentence summary that expresses the MAIN IDEA of the document a on the LEFT HAND SIDE of the T-chart. 
Step 4. Write POSSIBLE ENDURING ISSUES present in the document in the CENTER of the chart. Write out any PROBLEMS or CHALLENGES faced by the people and societies mentioned in the document.
Step 5. Write OUTSIDE INFORMATION about the context or effects of the events/ideas present in the document on the RIGHT HAND SIDE of the chart. 
*Step 6. Repeat Steps 2-5 with next document OR Pass the Documents, Repeat Steps 2-5 –IF you are allowed to work in groups
When time is up, pass your document to another person in your group and complete the same process. Add your main idea and other possible enduring issues under your group member’s and star issues that you agree with.
	Example Document
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