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by Jean-Jacques Dessalines et al.

Jean-Jacques Dessalnes, the primary author of The Haltian Declaration of Independence, was a leading
‘general of the Haltlan Revolution who became the frst ruler of an independent Haltl. Many historans
‘believe that due to Dessalines” presurmed ilteracy, he selected and guided Lous Boisrond-Tonnerre to
‘actualy wrte the document. The folowing excerpt from the Haftian Declaration of Independence was
written in January 1804 at the end of a 12-year insuTection (a violent uprising against a govemment)
‘against siavery and French cobonialrule in Haitl. Whie the revolution was influenced by earfer revolutions
In France and the United States, It diflered i the fact that it was led by siaves and ffee people of color
Who had faced enormous oppression. As such, the document uses language about sufleing and
‘bloodshed that s unique for poltical document from the eary 19th century.

Primary Source: Glossary:
Citizens:

Itis not enough to have expelled the barbarians who have bioodied

ourland for two centuries; tis not enough to have restrained factions: smal groups within
those ever-evolving factions that one after another mocked the | a larger group

specter of iberty that France dangled before you. We must, ‘specter. spiit

with one last act of national authorty, forever assure the empire
of iberty i the country of our birth; we must take any hope of
re-ensiaving us away from the inhuman government that for so
fong kept us in the most humiliating torpor. In the end we must |  torpor: ifelessness
five independent or dfe.

Independence or deah... et these sacred words unite us and
be the signal of battle and of our reunion.

Gitizens, my countrymen, on this solemn day | have brought
together those courageous soldiers who, as Iberty lay dying,
splled their blood to save f; these generais who have guided
your efforts against tyranny have not yet done enough for your | tyranny: cruel and oppressive
happiness; the French name stil haunts our land. ‘govemment or rule

Everything revives the memories of the crusties of this barbarous.
people: ourlaws, our habits, our towns, everything stl caries the.
stamp of the French. Indeedt! There are stil French in our isiand,
and you belleve yoursel free and independent of that Republic:

cortoueson ot

Gitation: Joan-Jacauos Dessalnes &, “The Heltan Doclaralon of ndependance,” 1804, Yans. Laurer Dubois and
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Glossary:
‘which, it s true, has fought all the nations, but which has never
defeated those who wanted to be free.

Natlve cizens, men, women, gifs, and chidren, let your gaze
‘extend on all parts of this istand: look there for your spouss,
your husbands, your brothers, your sisters. Indeed! Look
there for your children, your suckiing infants, what have they
become?... | shudder to say ... the prey of thess vuitures.

And you, precious men, intrepid generais, who, without intrepid: fearless or
‘concen for your own pain, have revived iberty by shedding all | adventurous

your blood, know that you have done nothing if you do ot give
the nations a terrible, but just example of the vengeance that
must be wrought by a people proud to have recovered s iberty
and jealous to maintain it et us frighten all those who would
dare try o take it from us again;let us begin with the French.
Let them tremble when they approach our coast,if not from the
memory of those cruelties they perpetrated here, then from the
termible resolution that we wil have made to put to death anyone
bom French whose profane foot soits the land of iberty.

We have dared to be froe, let us be thus by ourselves and for
ourselves. Let us imitate the grown child: his own weight breaks
the boundary that has become an dbstacie to him. What people
fought for us? What people wanted to gather the frus of our
labor? And what dishonorable absurdity to conquer in order

10 be ensiaved. Ensiaved?... Let us leave this description for
the French; they have conquered but are no longer free.

Let us walk down another pat; let us imitate those people who,
‘extending their concern into the future, and dreading to leave an
‘example of cowarcics for posterity, prefered to be exterminated
rather than loss their piace as one of the world's free peoples.

And you, a people 50 long without good fortune, witness to the
‘0ath we take, remember that | counted on your constancy and
‘courage when | threw myssifinto the career of iberty to fight the
‘despotism and tyranny you had struggled against for 14 years.
cortrueston st s
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Glossary:
Remember that | sacrificed everything o raily to your defense;

family, chiren, fortune, and now | am ich only with your berty;
my name has become  horor to all those who want siavery.

Despots and tyrants curse the day that | was born. If ever you
refused or grumbled whil receiing those laws that the spirt
‘quarding your fate dictates to me for your own good, you would
deserve the fate of an ungrateful people. But | efect that awiul
dea; you wil sustain the liberty that you cherish and support the
leader who commands you. Therefore, vow before me o ive
free and Independent, and to prefer death to anything that wil
1y to place you back in chains. Swear, final, to pursue forever
the traltors and enemies of your independence..




