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by Toussaint L'Owverturs

The Saint-Domingue Constitution of 1801 (elso referred to as Toussaint Louverture’s Consttution)
was promulgated (publicized) on July 8th, 1801 by the Govemor General Toussaint Louverture,
‘who sent a letter to Napoiéon on the 1801 Constitution accompanying this document. The letter and
‘consitution was brought to Napoléon Bonaparte by Toussaint Louverture's friend, the French Colone!

Vincent, who had been stationed in Saint-Domingue.

Primary Source:

‘The representatives of the colony of Saint-Domingue,
‘gathered in Central Assembly, have arested and established
the constitutional bases of the regime of the French colony
of Saint-Domingue as follows:

Tmel

On Inhabitants.
At 3—There can be no siaves on this terftory; servitude has
been forever abolished. Al men are bom, ive and die there free
and French,

On Religion
At 6—The Cathoic religion, Apostolic and Roman, is the only.
‘one publicly professed.

On Men in Soclety

At 12—The Constitution guarantees individual reedom and
salety. No one can be armested except by virtue of a formally
‘expressed order, issued by a functionary who the law gives
the right to arrest and detain in a publicly designated place.

At 13—Property s sacred and inviolable. Every person,
ither by himsalf or his representatives, has the free disposal
‘and administration of that which is recognized as belonging to
him. Whoever infringes upon this right renders himssif criminal
towards society and responsible as concems the person
troubled n his property.

contrudon st e

Glossary:

functionary: a person who has
10 perform offcial functions or
duties

inviolable: not to be violated
infringes: to encroach upon

ina way that violates law or the.
fights of another

itation: Francois Domiique Toussaint 'O, “The Sait Domingue Constton of 1801, ans. Chesmant

“Theodors, The Lowerture Project
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Glossary:
On Legislation

At 19 — The regime of the colony is determined by the laws.
proposed by the govermor and rendered by an assembly of
Inhabitants who ather at fixed periods in the center of the.
colony under the it of Central Assembly of Saint-Domingue.

On the Government
At 27— The administrative direction of the government shall
be entrusted to a Governor who cormesponds directly with
the govemment of the Metropole, on all matters reiative to the
Interests of the colony.

Art. 28—The Consiitution nominates the ciizen Toussaint-
Lowwerture, Chief General of the army of Saint-Domingue, and,
in consideration for important services rendered to the colony,

I the most critial circumstances of the revolution, and upon the
wishes of the grateful innabitants, he is entrusted the direction
thereof for the remainder of his glorious ife.

Art. 35—He shall exercise the general poiice of inhabitants and
of the factores, and enforces the obligations of owners, famers.
and of their representatives towards cultivators and workers,
and the duty of cultivators towards owners, farmers of their
representatives. ...

At 37—He shal direct, supenvise the collection, the payments.
and the use of finances of the colony, and shall give, to this
effect, any and al orders.

Art. 38—He shall present, every two years, o the Central
‘Assembly the conditions of recipts and disburssments of each
depariment, year by year

Art. 40—If the Governor is informed of some piot against
the tranquility of the colony, he shal immedately proceed to tranquilty: peace
the armest of the presumed authors, instigators or accompices;
after having them undergo extra-udiciary questioning, he shall
cite them in front of a competent tribunl.
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Glossary:
Avt. 77—The Chief General Toussaint-Louverture is and shall

remain charged with sending the present Constitution to be

sanctioned by the French government; nevertheless, and given

the absence of laws, the urgency to ext from this condition

of perl, the necessity to prompty reestablish agricuture and

the unanimous wishes pronounced by the inhabitants of Saint-

Domingue, the Chief General is and remains invited, in the name

of public good, to proceed with ts execution n al areas of the

teritory of the colory. ...

‘Signed: Toussaint-Lowverture




