Adam Smith, The Division of Labor, 1776
“The greatest improvement in the productive powers of labor, and the greater part of the skill, dexterity, and judgment with which it is anywhere directed, or applied, seem to have been the effects of the division of labor…

To take an example, therefore, the trade of the pin-maker; a workman not educated to this business, nor acquainted with the use of the machinery employed in it, could scarce, perhaps, with his utmost industry, make one pin in a day, and certainly could not make twenty. But in the way in which this business is not carried on, not only the whole work is a peculiar trade, but it is divided into a number of branches, of which the greater part are likewise peculiar trades.

One man draws out the wire, another straightens it, a third cuts it, a fourth points it, a fifth grinds it at the top for receiving the head; to make the head requires two or three distinct operations; to put it on is a peculiar business, to whiten the pins is another; it is even a trade by itself to put them into the paper; and the important business of making a pin is, in this manner, divided into about eighteen distinct operations, which, in some factories, are all performed by distinct hands, though in others the same man will sometimes perform two or three of them.

I have seen a small manufactory of this kind where ten men only were employed…[who] could make among them upwards of forty-eight thousand pins in a day. Each person, therefore, making a tenth part of forty-eight thousand pins, might be considered as making four thousand eight hundred pins in a day.”
1. Describe the historical context in which Adam Smith is writing about the pin industry.
Peter Smart, Interviewed by the Sadler Committee, 1832
“Q:  You say you were locked up all night and day?
A: - Yes
Q:  Do the children ever attempt to run away?
A:- Very often
Q:  Were they pursued and brought back again?
A:- Yes, the overseer pursued them and brought them back.
Q:  Did you ever attempt to run away?
A:- Yes, I ran away twice.
Q:  And you were brought back?
A:-Yes, and I was sent up to the master’s loft and thrashed with a whip for running away.
Q:  What were the hours of labor in that mill?
A:- My master told me that I had to produce a certain quantity of yarn; the hours were at that 
time fourteen; I said that I was not able to produce the quantity of yard that was required; I 
told him if he took the timepiece out of the mill I would produce that quantity, and after that 
time found no difficulty in producing the quantity.
Q:  How long have you worked per day in order to produce the quantity your master required?
A:- I have wrought nineteen hours.
Q:  Did you find that the children were unable to pursue their labor properly to that extent?
A:- Yes, they have been brought to that condition, that I have gone and fetched up the doctor 
to them, to see what was the matter with them, and to know whether they were able to rise 
or not be able to rise; they were not at all able to rise; we have had great difficulty in getting 
them up.
Q:  When that was the case, how long have they been in bed, generally speaking?
A:- Perhaps not above four or five hours in their beds.”
2. Identify and explain the intended audience for the above interview transcript.
3. Identify a turning point associated with the events or ideas found in these documents and explain why it is a turning point.
