MILESTONS OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY

	Pres. Washington's Farewell Address (1796)
	Advised Americans to avoid "entangling alliance" with European nations. This helped keep U.S. out of the war between France and England. U.S. neutrality in European affairs until WWI. ALSO WARNED AMERICANS NOT TO FORM POLITICAL PARTIES. 

	Louisiana Purchase (1803)
	Pres. Jefferson negotiates sale of Louisiana Territory from France. Nothing in the Constitution about the U.S. buying land, but this sets a precedent (we will later buy Florida and various islands) and annex Texas, Hawaii, and land from Mexico.

	War of 1812
	U.S. declares war on Britain after years of harassment and IMPRESSMENT (kidnapping) of American sailors. Another cause: British-backed raids by Native Americans in Northwest Territory. Attempt to conquer Canada fails miserably. U.S. forces mostly inept, except for U.S. Navy's performance. But the U.S. "Second War of Independence" ends with Britain finally recognizing U.S. right to exist. Treaty concluded in 1815 changes little. 

	Monroe Doctrine (1823)
	Pres. James Monroe announces that U.S. WOULD OPPOSE ANY ATTEMPT BY EUROPEAN POWERS TO RECONQUER FORMER COLONIES IN LATIN AMERICA, OR ATTEMPS BY EUROPEAN NATIONS TO ESTABLISH NEW COLONIES IN WESTERN HEMISPHERE. But later, the U.S. would use the Monroe Doctrine as justification for intervention in Caribbean and South American affairs.

	Manifest Destiny (1840s)
	U.S. believes it has a divine mandate to spread from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. Desire for territorial expansion led to the MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR (1846-1848) AND ACQUISITION OF VAST NEW TERRITORY IN THE SOUTHWEST. U.S. also tries to buy Cuba from Spain, but this attempt fails.

	Spanish-American War (1898)
	After years of watching Spain mistreat Cuba, and then the sinking of the U.S.S. Maine, the U.S. declares war on Spain . U.S easily defeats Spain in the Caribbean and Philippines AND BECOMES AN IMPERIALIST POWER by annexing Philippines, Puerto Rico, Hawaii (1893).  Cuba becomes a virtual protectorate of U.S., with only nominal independence.

	Age of Imperialism (1898-1900)
	Swayed by Alfred Thayer Mahan's The Influence of Sea Power (1890) the U.S. becomes an imperial power after the Spanish-American War. Developed important trade with China and Japan. U.S. now a world power. U.S. Navy is an instrument of policy, as well as war.

	Panama Canal and "Big Stick" Diplomacy (1903)
	Frustrated with Columbia's refusal to grant the U.S. the right to build a canal across Panama (a province of Columbia) the U.S. encourages a revolution in Panama, quickly recognizes the new nation, and secures a favorable treaty to build a canal linking the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. President Theodore Roosevelt exercises his belief: "Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick."

	Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1904)
	"Chronic wrongdoing" that leads to instability (i.e., dangers to American business interests) allows the U.S. to intervene in the affairs of Latin American nations. The Caribbean Sea becomes, in effect, "an American lake" under U.S. control.

	American Interventionism in the

Western Hemisphere (1903 - 1930s)
	After Panama, the U.S. intervenes in many Latin American nations (Mexico, 1914) with troops and supervision of customs collection. "El Yanqui" becomes the "boss" of the Caribbean, but this breeds much ill will. U.S. is especially active (i.e., meddling) in the affairs of Cuba.

	World War I (1917-1918)
	After keeping neutral during early years of the war in Europe, Germany's interference with U.S. shipping leads America to declare war. FIRST TIME U.S. TROOPS FIGHT ON EUROPEAN SOIL. 

	The Fourteen Points and Treaty of Versailles (1918-1919)
	President Woodrow Wilson drafts THE FOURTEEN POINTS designed to bring peace and stability to the world after the horrors of World War I. Centerpiece of his plan is a LEAGUE OF NATIONS, which would ensure the peace. Many of Wilson's ideas were incorporated into the TREATY OF VERSAILLES, but European nations impose a "war guilt clause" on Germany and force it to pay $33 billion in reparations. The U.S. Senate twice rejected the treaty, and Wilson remained opposed to any changes that would have made it acceptable to the Senate. The U.S. remains isolationist.

	U.S. Isolationism (1920s - 1930s)
	U.S. refuses to become embroiled in European (or Asian -- Japanese) affairs, even as fascist and authoritarian regimes come to power. U.S. mostly concerned with its own concerns and repayment of Allied Powers' war loans. NEUTRALITY ACTS of 1930s are meant to ensure that the U.S. does not get involved (though it's willing to sell arms to European nations as they prepare for war).

	World War II (1939 - 1945)
	Begins when Nazi Germany invades Poland in 1939 and goes on to conquer much of Europe. Russia attacked in 1941. President Franklin Roosevelt, looking ahead, sees danger to Britain and, with Churchill, writes THE ATLANTIC CHARTER to specify postwar aims. U.S. creates LEND-LEASE to assist Britain in its resistance to Nazi Germany.
U.S. enters the war after Japan's surprise attack on PEARL HARBOR (December 1941). U.S. fights first in the Pacific theater, building up its forces at home in preparation for an invasion of Europe. Invasion of Europe (D-Day) occurs in June 1944.

On the home front, Japanese-Americans are interned in camps (racial prejudice). The Supreme Court upholds this violation of civil liberties in Korematsu v. U.S. (1944), stating that civil liberties of some groups may be curbed due to wartime circumstances. 

With Germany defeated in May, 1945, U.S. turns to finish Pacific war. There is a fear that an invasion of Japan would cause horrific losses on both sides. Since 1942, the U.S. has been working on the development of ATOMIC WEAPONS (THE MANHATTAN PROJECT) and in August, 1945, drops A-bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Nazi and Japanese war leaders were tried for WAR CRIMES at special courts ('tribunals') and were given prison sentences. Some were executed. 

Formation of the UNITED NATIONS -- COLLECTIVE SECURITY.


	The Cold War Begins (1945)
	Despite promises, Soviet Union, a U.S. wartime ally, refuses to move its troops out of Eastern European nations and allow them to hold free elections. Germany is divided among the victorious powers and Japan is occupied by the U.S. MUTUAL TENSIONS AND SUSPICIONS.

	Containment (1946) and its Follow-Ups: Truman Doctrine (1947); Marshall Plan (1948); and Berlin Airlift (1948)
	U.S. develops policy of CONTAINMENT -- prevent spread of communism (and roll it back if possible, TRUMAN DOCTRINE: U.S. will assist nations in resisting communism. MARSHALL PLAN -- economic assistance to get devastated European nations back on their feet. BERLIN AIRLIFT -- supply of WEST BERLIN after Soviets, testing U.S. resolve, blockade train and auto routes.

	Formation of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) -- 1949
	U.S. and Western/Northern European nations form a collective security pact -- an attack on one equals an attack on all. FIRST PERMANENT U.S. ALLIANCE. 

	Korean War --

the Cold War Turns Hot (1950-1953)
	Korea divided at the end of WWII into communist north and U.S.-backed south. June 1950, North Korea invades South Korea. U.S. (with United Nations approval). General Douglas McArthur seeks to widen war and invade China. People's Republic of China (became Communist in 1949) sends troops. After 3 years of bitter fighting, an armistice is signed, but nothing has changed, leaving Korea divided to this day. 

	"Massive Retaliation" and "Brinksmanship" (1954)
	President Dwight Eisenhower states that the U.S. is willing to go the 'brink' of war to achieve its containment aims and threatens the Soviet Union with "massive retaliation" in the event of hostilities. U.S. begins buildup of its atomic arsenal and develops much more powerful Hydrogen Bomb.

	Eisenhower Doctrine (1957)
	Eisenhower extends Truman Doctrine, stating that the U.S. will assist any nation in the Middle East fighting communist aggression.

	"Domino Theory" (1957)
	Eisenhower says that if one nation becomes communist, it will have a "domino effect" and its neighboring nations are then at risk of becoming communist. This will be one rationale for becoming involved in Vietnam.

	CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS (1962)
	Soviet Union places nuclear missiles in communist Cuba. U.S., citing Monroe Doctrine, insists missiles must be removed and implements a naval blockade of Cuba. The Soviet Union and the U.S. go to the brink of nuclear war. Crisis is resolved peacefully when Soviet Union withdraws the missiles.

	Vietnam War (1959-1975)
	At end of World War II, Vietnam (which had been occupied by Japan) is divided into a Soviet-backed North and a U.S. backed South. When communist guerrillas in South Vietnam threaten U.S.-backed regime (which is deeply unpopular), U.S. begins to send "advisors" in 1959. Buildup of advisors leads to 15,000 advisors by 1963. President Kennedy considers pulling out advisors ("it's their war"). GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT (1964). Two U.S. warships on patrol are fired on by North Vietnamese gunboats. President Lyndon Johnson asks for, and receives, Congressional approval to "resist communist aggression" and GULF OF TONKIN RESOLUTION is passed, giving the president a 'blank check' to conduct military operations.  FIRST U.S. COMBAR TROOPS AND BOMBING CAMPAIGN IN 1965.  By 1968, after North Vietnam launches surprise TET OFFENSIVE, war becomes a stalemate and U.S. begins to draw down forces and VIETNAMIZATION of war (turning more responsibility to South Vietnam begins). President Johnson, broken by the war and massive domestic opposition and turmoil, does not run for reelection. New president, Richard Nixon, secretly invades Cambodia (1970). U.S. withdraws all troops by 1973. PARIS PEACE TALKS end U.S. involvement. South Vietnamese capital falls to communist North in 1975. 

	
	

	WAR POWERS ACT (1973)
	Congress, alarmed by presidential actions, passes WAR POWERS ACT, limited executive's ability to make war. When the president authorizes the use of military force, he must report to Congress within 60 days, and Congress has the right to order withdrawal of troops.

	ERA of DÉTENTE (1972 - 1979)
	Easing of tensions between Soviet Union and U.S. President Nixon "opens China with a visit (1972). Numerous arms limitation agreements are signed. Era ends in 1979, when Soviet Union invades Afghanistan

	CONFRONTATION WITH SOVIET UNION
	Under President Ronald Reagan, a more confrontational stance toward Soviet Union is adopted. Massive military buildup. Reagan calls the Soviet Union an 'evil empire' and begins work on STAR WARS (antimissile system). Easing of tensions when MIKHAIL GORBACHEV becomes head of the Soviet Union and he and Reagan begin to talk. 

	PERSIAN GULF WAR (1990-1991)
	Former U.S.-backed Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein invades oil-rich Kuwait and threatens U.S. ally Saudi Arabia. After months-long buildup of forces, U.S. and multinational force (54 nations) launch devastating air attacks and ground invasion, liberating Kuwait and destroying Saddam's army. Hussein remains in power.  FIRST EXAMPLE OF MULTINATIONAL MILITARY COOPERATION AFTER END OF COLD WAR.

	COLLAPSE of the SOVIET UNION (1991)
	Burdened by military spending and failure to provide a meaningful economy for its people, the Soviet Union is dissolved and new nations, formerly part of it, are created. U.S. essentially has "won" the Cold War. 

	BOSNIA and KOSOVO (1990-1999)
	At the end of the Cold War, the multi-ethnic nation of Yugoslavia collapses and disintegrates into ethnic enclaves. Bitter fighting ensues. After years of fighting, U.S. and NATO troops bomb Serbia and effect a negotiated settlement. Pattern was repeated in Kosovo, where NATO air power was again used.

	WAR ON TERROR (2001 - PRESENT)
	ATTACKS ON 9/11/2001 prompt the U.S. to invade Afghanistan and Iraq. Saddam Hussein is toppled. U.S. PASSES PATRIOT ACT, which leads to curbing of some civil liberties, detention without trial, and surveillance. In Iraq and elsewhere, torture of suspected terrorists. DRONE STRIKES become prevalent. Fight goes on to this day. OSAMA BIN LADEN KILLED BY U.S. FORCES in 2011. Although there has been a reduction of forces, U.S. troops remain in Afghanistan and Iraw. 
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