MILESTONES OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY
	Milestone
	Description

	Colonization and Early Self-Government

(1607 - 1763)
	By 1732, 13 British colonies in America. All had some degree of self-rule (with governors appointed by the Crown). Earliest government structures: MAYFLOWER COMPACT and VIRGINIA HOUSE OF BURGESSES

	Colonial Crisis (1763 - 1775)
	Britain, in the wake of the FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR, began to clamp down on the colonies' autonomy (STAMP ACT, TOWNSHEND ACTS, TEA ACT), leading to ever-greater distrust and realization by colonists that they would always be second-class.

	The American Revolution 

(1775 - 1783)
	Fighting began in 1775. 1776 - DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE drew on NATURAL RIGHTS THEORY of JOHN LOCKE. Americans -- facing long odds -- defeated the British and won independence. 1783 - TREATY OF PARIS grants new nation the region from the Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi River. 

	The Constitutional Convention and Bill of Rights (1787-1791)
	The ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, written during the Revolution, were too loose and too unstructured to cope with the nation's growing problems. Central government had no taxation power, no executive branch, and no judiciary. States were free to act as they pleased. 1787 - states sent delegates to CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. THREE-BRANCH GOVERNMENT (IDEA ADOPTED FROM MONTESQUIEU) written and RATIFIED in 1788. BILL OF RIGHTS (Amendments 1-10) added in 1791. 

	Era of Nationalism and Sectionalism
(1800 - 1840s)
	As the nation grew and expanded, Both NATIONALISM (sense of unity) and SECTIONALISM (Northeast, South, and West) began to develop distinct cultures, philosophies, and needs. Friction among the sections led to crises such as the MISSOURI COMPROMISE and growing dispute over SLAVERY. 

	Westward Expansion  and Manifest Destiny (1803 - 1848)
	First enlargement of the U.S. came with the LOUISIANA PURCHASE (1803). U.S. purchased Florida from Spain. MANIFEST DESTINY was the belief that the U.S. should spread from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. TEXAS ANNEXED in 1845. MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR resulted in massive territorial gain (1848). But continued conflict over slavery in the new territories. 

	CRISES OF THE 1850s
	COMPROMISE OF 1850 -- settled issue of slavery in newly acquired territories. The novel UNCLE TOM'S CABIN inflamed Northern passion. REPUBLICAN PARTY, dedicated to halting SPREAD of slavery founded. KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT (1854); BLEEDING KANSAS (1856-7); DRED SCOTT DECISION (1857); LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES (1858); and JOHN BROWN'S RAID (1859). 

	CIVIL WAR 

1860-1865
	SECESSION began in 1860 with South Carolina pulling out of the union after the election of ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 11 states eventually formed the CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. Brutal warfare from 1861-1865. NORTH'S ECONOMIC MIGHT HELPED IT WIN THE WAR. 1863 - EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. 

	RECONSTRUCTION  (1865- 1877)
	13th Amendment (prohibiting slavery); 14th Amendment (equal protection of the laws; Black citizenship); and 15th Amendment (universal male suffrage). Americans had to reunify the nation and rebuild the South. Presidents Lincoln and his successor, Andrew Johnson, wanted a lenient policy toward South. RADICAL REPUBLICANS in Congress wanted to punish the South, and the South was placed under military rule. White Southerners then deprived African-Americans of their voting rights and enacted JIM CROW LAWS. When Reconstruction ended in 1877, Southern States quickly disenfranchised (limited or took away the right to vote) African-Americans and the Democratic Party resumed dominance. 

	INDUSTRIALIZATION and the SETTLEMENT OF THE WEST
	After the Civil War, America was transformed by INDUSTRIALIZATION, URBANIZATION, AND IMMIGRATION.  EXPANSION OF THE RAILROADS (transcontinental) and settlement of the GREAT PLAINS. Slaughter of the Buffalo and MISTREATMENT OF NATIVE AMERICANS. Industrialization led to ROBBER BARONS and LAISSEZ-FAIRE CAPITALISM. 

	GRANGE MOVEMENT and the POPULIST MOVEMENT (1867 - 1896)
	High railroad charges and falling crop prices led FARMERS to organize into GRANGE ASSOCIATIONS to fight abuses. Later, farmers, Westerners, and those who favored more money in circulation joined the POPULIST PARTY, which called for PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF UTILITIES and RAILROADS. Also called for GRADUATED INCOME TAX. Populism reached its zenith in 1890s and then faded, but its ideas were later adopted by the PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT. 

	PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT (1900-1910)
	MUCKRAKERS (investigative journalists) and other middle-class reformers expose the abuses caused by the rise of big business and rapid industrialization. PROGRESSIVES believe the government has an obligation to see to the political well-being of the people. PRESIDENTS THEODORE ROOSEVELT and WOODROW WILSON help curb some of the worst abuses. TRUST-BUSTING and PROGRESSIVE SOCIAL and POLITICAL LEGISLATIONS. Upton Sinclair writes THE JUNGLE, leading to inspection of meat and other foods. 

	THE ROARING TWENTIES (1920-1929)
	Tired of the legacy of World War I, people want to have fun. WOMEN GET THE RIGHT TO VOTE and PROHIBITION (banning of alcohol) is enacted, leading to BOOTLEGGING (illegal importation and making of liquor). WOMEN HAVE RELAXED SEXUAL STANDARDS. The "MODEN WOMAN" ("FLAPPER") smokes and drinks. AFRICAN-AMERICANS in New York launch the HARLEM RENAISSANCE. But also the RED SCARE (persecution of real or suspected Communists, RELIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM (SCOPES 'MONKEY TRIAL" , resurrection of the KU KLUX CLAN. UNREGULATED STOCK MARKET ("speculation") and BUYING ON CREDIT. RESTRICTIVE IMMIGRATION POLCIES (QUOTAS).  Farmers and rural people do not share in the general prosperity. 

	DEPRESSION AND NEW DEAL (1929 - 1937)
	STOCK MARKET CRASH OF 1929 leads to GREAT DEPRESSION (collapse of business; widespread unemployment. government does nothing until FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT is elected president and enacts THE NEW DEAL, which has as its philosophy the idea that GOVERNMENT CAN AND SHOULD IMPROVE PEOPLE'S ECONOMIC WELL-BEING. VARIETY OF SOCIAL ANND ECONOMIC EXPERIMENTATION, INCLUDING SOCIAL SECURITY AND REGULATION OF STOCK MARKET AND PUTTING PEOPLE BACK TO WORK WITH GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED JOBS. THREE R'S -- RELIEF, RECOVERY AND REFORM.

	WORLD WAR II -- THE HOME FRONT (1941-1945) 
	Americans pull together. War work GIVES WOMEN AND AFRICAN-AMERICANS NEW OPPORTUNITIES. NEAR-FULL EMPLOYMENT.  
KOREMATSU v. U.S. (1944) decided by Supreme Court -- Japanese-Americans can be interned during wartime. Curbing of civil liberties.

	POST-WAR PROSPERITY (1950s- 1960s)
	THE AMERICAN DREAM (RISING WAGES, HOME OWNERSHIP, EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES. America emerges as an economic powerhouse. Americans buy millions of cars and household goods. Many people move to the SUBURBS (THANKS TO HOUSING BOOM AND THE AUTOMOBILE), leaving inner cities smaller, poor, and more African-American. RISE OF TELEVISION .With the onset of the COLD WAR, there is fear at home, with GOVERNMENT LOYALTY CHECKS and  SECOND RED SCARE that leads to McCARTHYISM. BABY BOOM BEGINS and lasts through the decade to early 1960s.

	CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT (1950 and 1960s)
	BROWN v. BOARD OF EDUCATION (1954) LEADS TO (SLOW) DESEGREGATION OF SCHOOLS. Resistance in the South. RISE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, demanding equality for African-Americans (and other minorities). Under DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, important strides toward dismantling the "separate but equal" rules that had been in effect since the PLESSY decision in 1896. MONTGOMERY BUSS BOYCOTT, INTEGRATION of LITTLE ROCK HIGH SCHOOL. CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE. 

	THE 1960s - a TURBULENT DECADE OF CHANGE
	1960 ELECTION SHOWS IMPORTANCE OF TV. ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY (1963). Civil Rights Movement turns to violence (Black Panthers, Malcolm X, BLACK POWER MOVEMENT. But also the rise of WOMEN'S LIBERATION. PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON LAUNCHES THE 'GREAT SOCIETY' -- range of social and economic programs to eliminate poverty and improve the lives of the poor. NEW YOUTH CULTURE, INVOLVING 'HIPPIES,' SEX AND DRUGS AND SEXUAL FREEDOM. War in VIETNAM disillusions many and QUESTIONTING of GOVERNMENT leads to confrontation with the "ESTABLISHMENT" (GENERATION GAP AND 'CREDIBILITY GAP.') Johnson is done in by Vietnam and does not run in 1968.  Environmental Awareness launched by Clean Air and Clean Water Acts and publication of Rachel Carson's SILENT SPRING. 

	THE PRESIDENCY in CRISIS (1968 - 1979)
	After turbulent campaign of 1968 and assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy, people turn to "LAW and ORDER" and elect RICHARD NIXON president. SOUTH BEGINS TO TURN REPUBLICAN as Nixon appeals to the "SILENT MAJORITY." Nixon resigns over WATERGATE SCANDAL. Presidents Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter are unable to cope with crumbling economy (STAGFLATION -- unemployment plus inflation). NIXON'S ABUSES IN VIETNAM LEAD TO ENACTMENT OF 1973 WAR POWERS ACT, curbing Presidential war-making powers. 

	THE 1970s - A DECADE OF ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES and CULTURAL EXPERIMENTATION
	Economy remains in free-fall, as unemployment and inflation continue to rise. RISING OIL PRICES lead to further economic pain. THE AMERICAN DREAM STALLS. But people continue to experiment with new sexual and cultural standards. Divorce laws are liberalized and RIGHT TO ABORTION due to Supreme Court decision in  (ROE v. WADE -- 1973).

	1980s - RISE OF THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT
	RONALD REAGAN elected president and begins MASSIVE TAX CUTS and making the federal government smaller. Return to economic prosperity for SOME. "REAGANOMICS" ('TRICKLE-DOWN ECONOMICS) makes the rich very rich. New cultural conservatism and religious conservatism. "STAR WARS" promises antimissile defense. REAGAN TAKES A HARD LINE TOWARD SOVIET UNION. 

	The 1990s
	Under President George H.W. Bush the SOVIET UNION CRUMBLES -- END OF THE COLD WAR. BILL CLINTON -- FIRST BABY BOOMER PRESIDENT. Economic prosperity returns in 1990s as increasing productivity and RISE OF THE INTERNET change the workplace. More women than ever before in the work force. GULF WAR of 1991  shows American military strength. U.S. intervenes in BALKAN CRISIS but does nothing to stop GENOCIDE IN RWANDA. 

	YEAR 2000 and BEYOND
	CONTESTED ELECTION OF 2000 leads to election of George W. Bush (son of 41st president). BUSH ENACTS MASSIVE TAX CUTS. EVENTS OF 9/11/2001 LEAD TO PATRIOT ACT and the curbing of some civil liberties. BUSH LAUNCHES WARS IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ. ECONOMIC PROSPERITY FOR SOME, but income gap rises (the 1% dominate). BARACK OBAMA BECOMES FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN PRESIDENT. The ECONOMIC CRISIS of 2008 leads to $800 billion BAILOUT PACKAGE for banks, industry, and auto makers. 
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