Global History and Geography II Practice Exam

Part I: Multiple Choice Questions
Directions (1-28): For each statement or question, record on your separate answer sheet the number of the word or expression that, of those given, best completes the statement or answers the question. 

Name: _______________________________________________          Date: _______________

Base your answers to questions 1, 2, 3, and 4 on the passage below and on your knowledge of social studies. 

… Nor is there liberty if the power of judging is not separate from legislative power and from executive power. If it were joined to legislative power, the power over the life and liberty of the citizens would be arbitrary, for the judge would be the legislator. If it were joined to executive power, the judge could have the force of an oppressor.… 

                         —Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws

1. Which principle is best supported by this excerpt?

(1) Separation of Powers

(2) Divine Right

(3) Universal Suffrage

(4) Self Determination

2. Which group’s ideas are best supported by this excerpt

(1) Enlightened philosophers

(2) Absolute Monarchs

(3) Communists

(4) Missionaries

3. One historical development that resulted from the ideas expressed here was the

(1) End of feudalism 

(2) French Revolution 

(3) Glorious Revolution 

(4) Cultural Revolution 

4. Which document did this passage most heavily influence? 

(1) Edict of 1635 Ordering the Closing of Japan 

(2) Communist Manifesto

(3) Declaration of Rights of Man and the Citizen 

(4) Magna Carta 

Base your answers to questions 5, 6, 7, and 8 on the passages below and on your knowledge of social studies.
	This is an excerpt from William Cooper’s testimony before the Sadler Committee in 1832.

Sadler: When did you first begin to work in mills? 

Cooper: When I was ten years of age. 

Sadler: What were your usual hours of working? 

Cooper: We began at five in the morning and stopped at nine in the night. 

Sadler: What time did you have for meals? 

Cooper: We had just one period of forty minutes in the sixteen hours. That was at noon. 

Sadler: What means were taken to keep you awake and attentive? 

Cooper: At times we were frequently strapped. 

Sadler: When your hours were so long, did you have any time to attend a day school? 

Cooper: We had no time to go to day school.


	This is an excerpt from the testimony of Joseph Hebergam to the Sadler Committee.

Sadler: Do you know of any other children who died at the R Mill? 

Hebergam: There were about a dozen died during the two years and a half that I was there. At the L Mill where I worked last, a boy was caught in a machine and had both his thigh bones broke and from his knee to his hip . . . . His sister, who ran to pull him off, had both her arms broke and her head bruised. The boy died. I do not know if the girl is dead, but she was not expected to live. 

Sadler: Did the accident occur because the shaft was not covered?

Hebergam: Yes.




5. These documents were most likely written during which historical period?

(1) The Enlightenment

(2) Industrial Revolution

(3) Green Revolution

(4) World War II

6. A historian would find these documents most useful for

(1) understanding the lives of the upper middle class in the 19th century

(2) depicting struggles that faced 19th century farmers

(3) examining the effects of pollution in 19th century cities

(4) depicting 19th century factory life

7. What action was taken as a result of testimonies like those in these documents?

(1) Child labor laws were passed

(2) Slavery was abolished

(3) Invention of the steam engine

(4) World War I

8. Which statement best describes the Sadler Committee’s purpose in collecting testimonies like the ones written above?

(1) To figure out how to get factory workers to be more efficient.

(2) To test the education levels of factory workers.

(3) To estimate how much cloth British factories produced in 1832.

(4) To inform the government and public of the conditions that children experience in factories.

Base your answers to questions 9 and 10 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.

China-the Cake of Kings and...of Emperors
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Source: The Little Journal, published in France, January 16, 1898 (Bibiotèque Nationale de France) from the NYSED Global II Prototype Exam.

9. In this cartoon, the Chinese are reacting to the process of

(1) imperialism

(2) Industrialization

(3) collectivism


(4) unification

10. Which statement best represents a reason Japan is seated at the table in this cartoon?

(1) The Meiji Restoration industrialized Japan.

(2) The Tokugawa Shogunate centralized Japan’s government.

(3) Japan was invited as an ally of China.


(4) Japan had become militarily stronger than most European powers. 

Base your answers to questions 11 and 12 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.

The British Empire and Mandates in the Early 1920s
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Source: Encyclopedia Britannica Kids (adapted) from the NYSED Global II Prototype Exam.

11. A historian could best use this map to study which topic?

(1) Imperialism

(2) Détente

(3) the transatlantic Slave Trade

(4) United Nations membership

12. What later development would change a political situation shown on this map?

(1) Augusto Pinochet’s human rights abuses

(2) Gandhi’s non-violent resistance

(3) Mao Zedong’s communist revolution

(4) Ho Chi Minh’s nationalist movement

	Base your answers to questions 13, 14, and 15 on the excerpt below and on your knowledge of social studies.

William L. Langer (1896-1977) was an American soldier who served on the Western Front during World War I and later became a historian. In  1965, he wrote the memoir Gas and Flame in World War I about his experiences in World War I.

... A weary, exhausted, nerve-racked group of men it was indeed that, about noon November 1, assembled in a gully north of Sommerance [France] to rest and dig in for the night. The artillery was still firing furiously, but the enemy's barrage [bombardment] had ceased very suddenly about 10:00 a.m. and now only occasional shells from long-range rifles would explode in the vicinity. The weather was gloomy and the moist air chilled one to the bones. Yet it was with that meticulous [methodical] care that is characteristic of worn-out men, that we prepared our foxholes, carrying boards and iron sheeting from abandoned machine-gunners' dugouts in order to make our "houses" as comfortable as possible, even though only for one night....

Source: William L. Langer, Gas and Flame in World War I, 1965.

13. What type of warfare is described in this passage?

(1) guerilla 

(2) nuclear

(3) biological 

(4) trench
14. Based on this excerpt, which statement best describes the author’s point of view?

(1) Warfare in World War I was characterized by fast-paced fighting over long distances. 

(2) Warfare in World War I included regular triumphant celebrations.

(3) Warfare in World War I required expert use of horses. 

(4) Warfare in World War I was dangerous and tiring for soldiers.

15. This document would be most useful to a person examining 

(1) the lives of the soldiers in the 20th century

(2) effects of the Treaty of Versailles

(3) causes of World War I

(4) the effects of World War I on Americans in the United States
	Base your answers to questions 16 and 17 on the excerpt below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Excerpt from a speech by Winston S. Churchill, March 5, 1946 at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri 

…From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest and Sofia, all these famous cities and the populations around them lie in what I must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject in one form or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very high and, in some cases, increasing measure of control from Moscow. Athens alone—Greece with its immortal glories—is free to decide its future at an election under British, American, and French observation. The Russian-dominated Polish Government has been encouraged to make enormous and wrongful inroads upon Germany, and mass expulsions of millions of Germans on a scale grievous and undreamed-of are now taking place. The Communist parties, which were very small in all these Eastern States of Europe, have been raised to pre-eminence and power far beyond their numbers and are seeking everywhere to obtain totalitarian control. Police governments are prevailing in nearly every case, and so far, except in Czechoslovakia, there is no true democracy.… 

Source: Winston Churchill, The Sinews of Peace,” March 5, 1946, The Churchill Centre from the NYSED Global II Prototype Exam.

16. Which important issue does Winston Churchill discuss in this excerpt?

(1) increasing tension between non-communist and communist nations

(2) buildup of conventional armaments leading up to World War I

(3) rising concerns over the unification of Germany 

(4) expanding role of the British Empire in world politics 

17. Which organization formed in response to the situation Churchill described in this speech?

(1) North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

(2) League of Nations

(3) Alliance of Central Powers

(4) European Union (EU)


	Base your answers to questions 18 and 19 on the headlines below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Four Newspaper Headlines from the Twentieth Century:

A. THE BERLIN WALL TORN DOWN 

B. TRUMAN DOCTRINE AIDS GREECE AND TURKEY

C. THE U.S.S.R. PLACES NUCLEAR MISSILES IN CUBA

D. NEHRU CALLS FOR INDIA TO BE NON-ALIGNED 

18. Which claim is supported by this set of headlines?

(1) The Cold War impacted countries other than the Soviet Union and the United States

(2) Independence movements developed as a result of Cold War Tensions

(3) Globalization is the result of the proliferation of technological and economic networks

(4) The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) developed as a result of Cold War tensions

19. Which of these headlines represents the event that occurred last? 

(1) A

(2) B

(3) C

(4) D


	Base your answers to questions 20, 21, and 22 on the excerpt below and on your knowledge of social studies.

In his book Indian Home Rule, Gandhi asked the question, “Why do you want to drive away the English?” He replied with the following statement:

. . . “Because India has become impoverished by their Government. They take away our money from year to year. The most important posts are reserved for themselves. We are kept in a state of slavery. They behave insolently [insultingly] towards us and disregard our feelings. . . .”

Source: Mohandas Gandhi, Indian Home Rule, Navajivan Publishing, 1938, reprinted in 1946 (adapted) from the NYS Global History and Geography Regents Exam, June 2004.

20. Based on this excerpt, which statement best describes the author’s point of view?

(1) The benefits of British rule outweigh the costs for India.

(2) British rule has hurt India and prevented its people from establishing their own economy and government.

(3) The British military is too powerful.

(4) India and Pakistan should remain one country after the British are driven out.

21. A historian would find this excerpt most useful for

(1) Examining the effects of Belgian rule in the Congo

(2) Exploring the points of view of Muslims concerning British rule in India 

(3) Understanding the views of Indian nationalists

(4) Examining the economic benefits of imperialism for British citizens

22. Which event was an effect of the ideas expressed in this excerpt and the actions taken by Gandhi?

(1) Independence for India and Pakistan

(2) Amritsar Massacre

(3) Sepoy Rebellion

(4) Establishment of the British Raj in India


Base your answers to questions 23 and 24 on the chart below and on your knowledge of social studies. Population Trends in China 1990 to 2003.
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Source: Chinese Government’s Official Web Portal from the NYS Transition Exam in Global History and Geography, June 2018.

23. Which factor in China is the most likely cause of the population trend shown in this chart? 

(1) famine due to the establishment of communes 

(2) employment opportunities 

(3) spread of disease 

(4) one-child policy 

24.  Which potential problem is faced by the government of China due to the trend shown in this chart? 

(1) a shortage of recruits for the military 

(2) declining labor supply in cities 

(3) a growing percentage of the population living in rural areas 

(4) overcrowding in urban areas 
Base your answers to questions 25 and 26 on the chart below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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Desertifcation does not refer to the moving forward of existing deserts but to the formation,
‘expansion of intensfication of degraded patches of soil and vegetation cover.

‘Source: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (adapted)




Source: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (adapted) from the NYS Global History and Geography Regents Exam, August 2012.

25. What is a valid conclusion based on the information shown in this chart? 

(1) The primary cause of soil degradation throughout the world is bio-industrial. 

(2) Deforestation causes soil degradation to more hectares of land in South America than in Asia. 

(3) The largest number of hectares affected by soil degradation due to overgrazing is located in Africa. 

(4) The fewest number of hectares affected by soil degradation due to arable farming is located in North America.

26. Which of the following is a central cause of the developments depicted in this chart? 

(1) Famine caused by civil war

(2) Effects of the use of nuclear power

(3) Rise of fascism 

(4) Expansion of agriculture and the lumber industry
Base your answers to questions 27 and 28 on the passage below and on your knowledge of social studies.

	We, the People of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world to know: 

that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white, and that no government can justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of all the people; 

that our people have been robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and peace by a form of government founded on injustice and inequality; 

that our country will never be prosperous or free until all our people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and opportunities; 

that only a democratic state, based on the will of all the people, can secure to all their birthright without distinction of colour, race, sex or belief; 

And therefore, we, the people of South Africa, black and white together equals, countrymen and brothers adopt this Freedom Charter; 

And we pledge ourselves to strive together, sparing neither strength nor courage, until the democratic changes here set out have been won. 


Source: The Freedom Charter, adopted at the Congress of the People, Kliptown, South Africa, June 26, 1955 from the NYS Global History and Geography Regents Exam, January, 2018.

27. What are the signers of the Freedom Charter demanding of their country? 

(1) opportunities to combat enemies

(2) equality for all citizens

(3) separate sovereign states

(4) distinct economic reforms

28. The Freedom Charter was written in response to the policy of

(1) containment

(2) Religious persecution

(3) truth and reconciliation

(4) apartheid

