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Pre-Advanced Placement World History
DESCRIPTION: 
Pre-AP World History is essentially a study of early human history and civilization; the meaning of past events and their relationship to current affairs; and the roles played by geography, religion, economics, and culture on the course of human development.
The class itself will be discussion, group work, and literacy (reading and writing) based. There will be written components in almost every class. Grades will be determined by myriad assessments, such as: exams, essays, papers, projects, your notebook and homework, class participation, and behavior. Success in this class is very much YOUR responsibility.  Take charge of your studies and do your best.
REQUIREMENTS:

Pre-AP World History is the beginning of a four year course in world history and geography. Upon completing the four semester study, all students must take the Global History and Geography Regents Examination. Thus, all students are required to purchase or obtain a Regents review book for this course.

COURSE OULTINE: 

The following is an approximate outline of what we will be covering in the class:
-Methods of Social Science


-Defining Culture and Civilization


-Early Peoples


-Neolithic Revolution and Early River Civilizations


-Classical Civilizations


-The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire


-The Rise and Fall of the Han Empire


-Development of Religious Beliefs and Philosophies


-The Gupta Empire


-The Tang Dynasty


-The Byzantine Empire

             -The Spread of Islam


-The Golden Age of Islam


-Medieval Europe


-The Crusades

EXPECTATIONS

I-   ATTENDANCE POLICY


-All students are expected to attend every class unless they are seriously ill. All absences require a note.

-All students must arrive PROMPTLY in class. That means BEFORE the bell. Do NOT be late. 

-All students are to sign the late book whenever entering class after the bell has rung.

-Excessive lateness and unexcused absences will severely impact a student’s overall grade/ and require detention.
- Students will lose 2 points per excessive lateness on the following major assessment.

II- MAKEUP POLICY

-It is YOUR responsibility to see me for any makeup work or exams.  

-A note explaining your absence must be given to me immediately upon return.

-A parent/ guardian must email or call if you are absent on an assessment date, ie test or project.
-NO MAKEUPS WILL BE GRANTED WITHOUT AN ABSENCE NOTE/ AND PHONE CALL OR   EMAIL.  I will confirm the absence.
-If you miss class or assignments, check the website (www.fallonhistory.weebly.com) and ask a friend.  Then you may come to me if you still have further questions.  
III- GRADING POLICY: EACH REPORT CARD GRADE WILL BE CUMMULATIVE
-ALL WORK MUST BE COMPLETED WITHIN THE MARKING PERIOD IN WHICH IT IS ASSIGNED.
1. Major Assessments – 60 % 
- Includes tests, quizzes, exams, presentations, and projects.

- Includes all written assessments such as essays and papers.


2.  Classwork – 20 %    Includes following:




-ATTENDANCE-No excessive absences.  Note submitted for all absences, 

                                             absences will impact one’s grade.




-PUNCTUALITY-No excessive lateness.




-PARTICIPATION-Daily participation in class discussion and group work

-CLASSWORK-Prepared in class with loose-leaf notebook & dated notes.




-CITIZENSHIP-Respectful attitude in class towards teacher and students.   



- NOTEBOOK- This will be graded periodically.  (See V. Notebook)

Being immature, irresponsible, and undisciplined will deleteriously impact your final grade.    

                 Citizenship is an integral aspect of your grade in my class. 
3. Homework- 20 % 
● If you receive a grade of zero in any of the major components of the grade, regardless of the percentage breakdown, you may fail the course!  Everything counts! ●

IV- NECESSARY SUPPLIES AND SEATING POLICY  

-Seating arrangements are at my discretion. 

-The following items are required for this class: a glue-stick/tape/stapler, a Five Star 100-page notebook (or identical dimensions)/OR  a loose leaf binder, and plenty of blue/black pens and number 2 pencils. All written work must be completed in black or blue ink. Being unorganized, completing class and homework assignments in pencil, and/or neglecting to complete your work will severely impact your grade. 

V-NOTEBOOK
The “Interactive Notebook” is a method of note taking where all handouts home work, etc are kept IN THE NOTEBOOK. The result is a book that is thorough and orderly. This notebook is a substantial component of your participation grade, as it is a record of your class work and learning progress, as well as your homework.

Step 1- Students are required to purchase a 100 page (or a two subject)  (5-Star) notebook OR loose leaf binder.  Students may purchase equivalent books, but dimensions must be the same as a 5-Star. Also, students are required to have a glue-stick, stapler and/ or hole puncher (along with pen, pencil and proper notebook).

Step 2- Students must set-up notebook as follows:

· Each page is numbered

· The first four pages are the table of contents. Each day students record the TOPIC and PAGE in their contents.

· Students take notes each day (as in any class). Handouts of the day are glued or stapled to the page next to the notes.
Step 3- Notebook quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  I may periodically collect and check your notebook throughout the term. 

 I strongly advise you to keep this and all World History notebooks.  Some students will move on to the AP WORLD HISTORY class next year and will need this notebook to prepare for the exam.  The NYS Regent exams for this course is a two-year exam, all information you learn is germane to the test. At some point next year you will be required to purchase a Regents review book, but it never hurts to get a head start. The library (and any NY public library) carries Regents review books in all subjects. Look over them at some point.

VI- HOMEWORK

- Homework prepares you for the next day’s class.  If you do not have it, then you are unprepared for class.

- I will accept a homework assignment one day late for half credit.  
- Each assignment must have a full heading which includes your full name, date, period and homework number/ or title of the assignment completed in blue or black ink. NO WRITTEN WORK IN PENCIL IS ACCEPTED.
- Please refer to the homework rubrics to see what is expected and how it will be graded.

NO WORK IS ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL
Enjoy your semester and don’t hesitate to see me if you have any question or need any extra help!!!
This needs to pasted in your notebook!!!   

Homework #1:  Read and review the Course Expectations with your parent/ guardian. You and your guardian should then read and initial the highlighted points below.  Fill in the required information below, detach and turn it in for homework credit #1. 

My child and I have reviewed the course expectations.  I understand that I/ my child will:

1.  Be responsible and accountable for his or her grades.
2. Grades will be posted and accessible on a web based grade book.  
3. Email me at pfallon2@schools.nyc.gov or call the Social Studies Department on the day in which I/ my child is absent on a test date (or day a project is due).  The caller must leave the child’s name, teacher’s name and contact information.
4. Be responsible to print out information from the class website that needs to be brought to class.

5. Be responsible for asking the teacher for a makeup exam as soon as I return to school.
6. Completing all my work within the given marking period.

7. Be on time and prepared for class.  
8. Be responsible and accountable for his or her work and behavior in and outside of the classroom.

STUDENTS NAME AND PERIOD: ___________________________________________________________
Parent/ Guardian Name (Print and Sign)  _________________________________________________________________________

Please print your email address clearly ______________________________________________

Student Name (Print and Sign) ______________________________________________________________________________

Please print your email address clearly ______________________________________________________________________________

