
2) Look to see if the evidence relates to the topic of the paragraph. 

3} Explain how and why the quotation or information/evidence is important. 

4) Do not assume that your paraphrase of a quote automatically proves your point. 


Make the effort to clarify the significance of your quote to the thesis/topic of the 
paragraph. 

5} Connect the quote to the Topic (topic sentence) of the paragraph and the Thesis. 
(ask yourself- Why is this quote or information relevant enough for me to use here?) 

6) The final sentence of the paragraph summarizes what we have learned relevant to 
the thesis and pushes us forward to the next Pf'ragraph. 

Note: In utilizing quotes to prove a pointin your essay, you do not have to use the 

entire quote. as it may not all be relevant to your topic or thesis. You can just use the 

relevant portion or phrase. 
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Signal Phrases- to be used in a thesis statement or when introducing a document. 


reveals, highlights, illuminates, illustrates, acknowledges, adds, admits, agrees, argues, 
believes, claims, compares, confirms, contends, emphasizes, comments, exposes, illustrates, 
grants, insists, observes, reasons, refutes, rejects, reports, responds, suggests, thinks, writes, 
endorses, declares, denies, disputes, enlightens, conveys, explains 

Use a signal phrase from the list above, to edit one statement from the sample DBQ paragraphs. 

Signal Phrases: organized by LaGuardia English Department 



Sample DBQ Paragraph: 
Societies have held different viewpoints about the process of governmental decision-making and the role of citizens. The viewpoints differ in 

societies that have absolute control from democracy. As seen in Docwnent 2, Hitler was not willing to let ordinary citizens have a role in political 
decisions. He thinks it is better to listen to one wise man rather than a hundred cowards. Hitler was a leader who had absolute control over his people. 
Another example of a leader that has absolute control over their people is Mussolini (Docwnent 4). Mussolini argued against democracy. He believed that 
society should not be controlled by nwnbers, but rather one responsible leader. He thlnks that fascism is the solution to the problems associated with 
democracy. Democratic governments would not agree with the of governmental decisions and the role of citizens in societies that are run by 
absolute rulers. For example, Document 1 explains that it is the responsibility of a citizen in a democracy is to help make political decisions and be aware 
of public affairs. In a democracy, governmental decisions involve citizens. The role of citizens in a democracy is to help make decisions that benefit 
society. Societies with absolute control and democracy drastically differ in their processes ofgovemmental decision-making and their view of the role of 
citizens. 

Democracy has both its advantages and disadvantages. Democracy is a system of govemment in which the people rule. According to Docwnent 
3, the citizens of Israel are guaranteed equality and freedom of religion, education, language, and culture. These values are key to a democracy and benefit 
the people of Israel by allowing each person to have rights. Democracy also benefits the people of any society by allowing them to take part in the 
government (Document 1). People in a democracy are encouraged to voice their opinions that benefit the nation. A citizen of a democratic nation is 
expected to involve themselves in political decisions. A disadvantage of democracy is that the ''best'' citizens of a nation make political decisions 
(Document 1). As explained by Mussolini in Document 4, the majority of a society cannot make all of the decisions. Democracy is often explained as 
"for the people, by the people" because not every person will be able to help make decisions, therefore in a democracy a leader must represent the 
majorities needs and wants of its people. Democracy, along with any political system had its advantages and disadvantages. 

Reflection Questions: 
1. What did you notice the writer did well? Needs to improve? 

2. How did the writer use specific and relevant details? Provide an example. 

3. Based on this sample writing, how can you improve your writing? 
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